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Horizontal Translation  (repetition)



 Vertical Translation (transposition)

Vertical Reflection (retrograde) Horizontal Reflection (inversion) 

Four Common Types of Symmetry in Music
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Horizontal Translation  (repetition)


Horizontal Translation  (repetition)



 Vertical Translation (transposition)

Vertical Reflection (retrograde) Vertical Reflection (retrograde)

Symmetry Examples

Brother John

Durham’s Reel

Lonesome Road Blues



 Vertical Translation (transposition)

Vertical Reflection (retrograde)I’ve Got Rhythm
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Symmetry Examples (con’t)

Lean On Me Vertical Reflection (retrograde)

Little Rabbit
Vertical Reflection (retrograde)

Horizontal Reflection combined with Vertical Translation 

Vertical Reflection  combined with Vertical Translation 



&

#

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

0 4 5 0 2 5 4 2

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

0 4 5 0 5 2 0 5

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

0 4 5 0 0 3 2 0

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

0 4 5 0 2 5 3 2

&

#
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

3 5 7 3 2 5 3 2

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

0 3 5 2 5 2 0 5

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

2 4 5 2 0 2 5 0

œ
œ

œ
œ
˙

2 0 5 2 0

Symmetry Examples (con’t)

Blackberry Blossom

Horizontal Reflection with different lines of Reflection 

Vertical Reflection with Vertical Translation 1 2 3 1 to 2:

2 to 3: Horizontal Reflection with Vertical Translation 
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Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star
Using Various Forms of Symmetry





 Vertical Translation Folded Scale  Vertical Reflection 
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Folded Scale Folded Scale Folded Scale Folded Scale Folded Scale Folded Scale 


Horizontal Translation  

Note Enclosure Straight Scale 



Vertical Reflection with
Vertical Translation 



 Vertical Translation 


